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Highly lnleresing Paer Read at Historic 1
1 “THE FUNCTIONS OF A LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY”

The
Washington County Historieal Assoeia

sixth regular- meeting of the

tion was held at the usual time and
place on Monday, August 1st, 1910,
Capt. W. W, Stone was the presiding

officer, Miss Anna Bobb, seeretary pro
tem, All

before the

business matters to ¢eoma
Association having been at
tended to, the meeting was placed in
the hands of Mr. Henry T.

chairman of the programme committee

lrevs, 1 he

Mr. Treys, in a few seleet words
introduced Mr. Alfred Holt Stone, the
chairman of the Historical Research

Committee and the orator for the even-
gselected for his topic

}ii‘*Tul'i'

ing, who hal

“The

t"_l] -‘"‘Hi'it'i-\-', e

Funetions of a Loeal

1!'1~i;
will

Mr. Stone was lstened to with

interest and his words of wisdom

the organization mto

We are pleased to

fiteet
fields of researeh,
print vhe address under its title,

CCPHE FUNCTIONS OF A
HISTORICAL SOCIETY.”
‘“Tt is the iffice of

represent the events themselves ‘(ugt*l'h
leave the

true history to
er with the counsels, and to

ohservations and coneclusions thereup
on to the lbertv and faculty of every
man’s judgment.’’

of Lord Bacon

said to present the finally accepted rule

This dietum may be

for the proper writing of history ae-
covding to the so-called scientifiec meth-
od It is an old controversy, this as
to how history should be narrated. On
the one hand we have the advocates of

r

what may be called the ‘‘attractive

method, as exemplified in the brilliant |

writings of Carlyle and Macauley, while
the other side has contended for a
erely plain presentation of almost bar

The latter have been Je-
the ‘‘Dry-as-dust’’ school of
thus ridiculed
retorted by declaring, and all but prov

sev-

ren facts.
signate.]

historians. Those have
img, that Macauley was only a wouder-
fully gifted essayist, by no streteh of
the imagination entitled to rank as a

historian, and that Carlyle’s ** History

of the French Revolution’’ is not 2
history and tells us very little about
the Freneh Revolution, The ablest
modern exponent of the popular sehool
of history writing was the late John
Fiske. I have heard it said that
Fiske would walk into a library and
ask for the best things thev had on
the subjeet in which he was for the
moment interested—have them sent to

his desk, and produce a history while

arother man was frying to determine
accurately a disputed date. T have a

friend who for the past fifteen years
has averanged about seven hours of hard
work every day, ineluding Sundays, on
a history not a line of which has yet
appeared.

twenty

Gibbon spent more than
years in writing the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire.

But this has to do with the methods
and funetion of the historian. T have
referred to the controversy only to em-
phasize the truth that in the work in
which you are engaged vou have a field
in which the largest measure of use-
fulness mneed be impaired by no bick-
erings or questionings as to methods
purposes, means or ends. By common
consent, the place of the loeal histori-
cal society is secure in the general
scheme of developing and permanently
recording the facts of American his-
tory. The wvalue and importance of
the work of such an organization, how-

“ 8 _ever, Jepend upon a proper apprecia-

‘tion of its functions, anj the faithful

prosecution of a worthy purpose, It
is valuable or worthless—as we oursel-
ves shall render it.

One of the common stumbling blocks
to the successful prosecution of all lo-
eal historieal work is a failure of the
sense of proportion. We are usually
in danger both of magnifying unim-
portant things and of ignoring or fail-
ing to appreciate matters of genuine
historieal interest and concern. Of
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greater Stress upon

the two, however, 1 do not
tate to lav the
the danger of undervaluation. Ameri-
| can history is simply a reeord of the
eolleetive experiences of the Ameriean
peaple. The record of the whole ean-
| not be made up without a record of its
And the latter will

inevitably fall far short of eomplete-

constituent parts.

ness if we fail to realize the signific-
ance and importance of mueh in our lo-
eal history which close contaet is apt to

canse us to pass by as not worth seri-

ous eonsideration. One of the great
| fundamentals of all history is the move
ment of population—whether in great
WAves, aeross oceans and eontinents, or
in  smaller streams through smaller
'| areas, This shonld be one of the first
| vhings to arrest your attention. How
| was our coanty settled? From what

states ard ioeolities came its pioneers®
What

‘ infinences determined their move
i ment in
|
|
|
|

direetion? What
did they
reaching here? How did they live on
What did they bring with
them? Why did they seleet this name
| and that for their plantations and vi-
Tht‘“ie
questions are simple, but they are his-
Unless we are to an-

this means

of transportation employ 1n

the way?

lages, their lakes and streams?

torically wvital.
| swer them, we would as well go out of
| existence at once, or eall our organiza
| name,

tion by some other

In receut years there has been a pro-

nounced reaction against the pracrice
of subordinating all history to a con-
| sideration of polities and wars, Beth
here and in the old country historians
are more and more turning to a study
of the lives of people—of their actual
daily movements, of what they did
| how they lived, they
wore, the character of houses they oe-
cupied, the books they read, the games
they played—all the hundred things
which go to make up the sum total of
human life, and without a knowledge
of whieh history becomes a barrem Te-
cord. More than in any other of the
older sections of the country have we
Southern

what

these things in the
states. The libraries of the Fastern,
New Epngland and older Western Sta-
tes are filled with the chronicles of
their counties and towns. We have
made a lot of history in the South, but
negligent in

ignored

we have been eriminally
preserving an authentic and permanent
record of it. A fairly intimate ac-
guaintance with, and a candid recogni.
tion of, our short-comings in this re:
gard, have smothered any sympathy 1
might otherwise have with the too fre-
quent complaint that our history has
been unfairly written by outsiders. If
we refuse to provide the material for
writing it ourselves, and preserve no
written record of our own history, then
we have only ourselves to blame if it
is not written to suit ns. Do not un
lerstand me to inelude the writing o
history among the funetions of thig
society, or of anv other historieal asso.
ciation. The whole basis of writter
history is expressed in the ome word
‘soureces’’.
really legitimate, function of such an
organization as ours, is the collection
and preservation of the source mater-
ial out of which history may be writ-
ten. This should be borne in mind in
the preparation of every paper presént-
ed here which purports to deal with
historical matter. The ideal for such
papers is a narration of facts so care-
fully made that the most destructive
eritie shall be unable to pick a flaw iun
their statement. This ideal may be
not often attained, but it should none
the less be strivem for. Tradition
may, or may not, be history—accord-
ing to the fidelity with which it trans-
mits faects. In eommitting either tra.
ditions or reminiscences to permanent
form the greatest care should be ex-
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The chief, in fact the onei

l per may

written, in order that every such pa-
reliable _source
of faects for future historieal use. And,
regardless of the degree of care whieh
:mu_\' he exercised, a resort to family or

constitnte a

!uable studies of certain very importaut
| conerete subjects whieh possess a broad
!appt-al to students of American history,
|than is afforded right here at home.
| And I may say just here that I have

‘loca) tradition for historieal knowledge |in mind the territory surrounding us—
1

is justified only in the absence of all

documentary
]

L Ne gTOow

|
|
i

ate and |

|

|

sources of information.

' I would like very mueh to know just
P

| what our early settlers brought with

' them—particularly in the way of books

‘and furniture. An oral statement by

'such a settler would be valuable, if one
| were living—notwithstanding the frail-
f't}- of human memory. Such a state-
or third hand,

ment, even at second
when given as a family tradition by a
child or grandehild, would have its wval.
ne also. But far above any such ver.
buzl statement or tradition, in histori-
¢al sanctity, woull rank a letter from
our settler, sav to relatives in Ken-
tucky, South Carolina or Virginia, an-
nouneing his safe arrival in the new
country and telling of the things which
he brounght and of what he lost on the

Way.

This suggests another function of
this society—namely, to serve as a re-
pesitory for original historical mater-
ial. In a very important sense every
paper, prepared as has been snggested,
becomes a souree of authoritative im-
formation in the custody of the societ¥.
A constant effort should be made to col-
leet such doeumentary material as let-
diaries, old ete.  As

ters, newspapers,

older an oceasional volume
sbould be published, to put into more
accessible form the aeccummulations of
the association. A library also is with
in the range of future possibilities, ang
is a usual and necessary feature of such

work as we have undertaken.

One of the most helpful and stimulat.
ing teachers of history we have had io
Ameriea was the late Herbert B. Ad-
ams, of Johns Hopkins. To his work
and influence historians are largely in-
debted for the
on loecal history which have been pro-

numerous monographs

duced by advanced students during the
past twenty-five years. Ope great se-
eret of Prof.
ability to
siasm in loeal subjects, on the part of
those whom he taught. In faet this
seems to me to have been among the
first of his achievements. I am not
sure that T would not place this, for
the present at least, first among the
functions of this society—to arouse an
interest among

Adams’® suceess was his

arouse interest amd enthu-

active and intelligent
cur people in matters of history pecu-
liar to ourselves and
This

interest,

our eommunity.
Without such
and the co-operative effort
which it alone weuld make possible,
but little substantial progress can be
made, Onece having done this, how-
ever, we may reasonably hope for per-
manently valuable results. In the ef.
fort to excite this interest, I am will-
ing to hazard a guess that the chief
diffieulty will be that of convinecing
the public that we really have a local
history worth the telling. Along this
line let me make a few suggestions. 1
am acquainted with many Southern lo-
calities which possess a rare historieal
charm for the historically minded man;
such, for example, as the old lowland
parish seection of South Carolina, with
its centre in Charleston; the Virginia
‘‘Peninsular’’, that wonderfully in-
eresting region which lies between the
‘ork and the Jawes; and the country
ibout Natchez, inséparably associated
ith the early history of the South
vest, and rich in histoN¢ memories o
Ipanish, Engli.sh, Indiam, and piomeer
intrigne and adventure.  These are
older and more important ‘cemtres of
historical interest tham - our

1S fundamental.

L)

the entire so-called Delta seetion of
the State. T would not by any means
confine either the aetivities or member-
ship of the association to the county
after which it is named.

The Southern States have bail a uni-
que history. A
iWil] indicate the factors which have

very brief analysis
iunfluenced our history along peculiar
lines, and have served to differentiate
its course and development from that
of the rest of the country. Modern
history is tak 1g mueh more into ae-
count the faetor of physiography than

was formerly the ecase. Under this
general designation are ineluded eli-
mate, rainfall, the echaracter of the
soil, the ecourse and eharaeter of

streams, the presence or absence of

mountain the nature of loeal
plant life.
in truth the very origin and founda-

differences be-

ranges,
These simple things are

tion of the important
tween widely separated countries and
different parts of the same

If Massachusetts had an
average rainfall of some sixty inches,
with long, hot summers and practically

between
country.

no real winter, coupled with a soil ori-
ginally fertile—it is venturing nothing
to say that slavery would have persist-

Massachusetts, the institution of slav-
ery could never have gained a perma-
nent foothold in the State. This is
but another way of saying that if the
physiographie conditions of e coun-
iry along the upper -Atlantic seaboard
had been peculiarly adapted to the pro-
duction of the great semi-tropical agri-
eultural staples, such as indigo, rice,
tobaeceo, eotton and sugar, and the phy-
sical environment of the South Atlant-
i¢ region had
erops, then they would have dominated
the development and History of the
former, instead of the latter, section.
There is mo sanctity inlerent in geo-
Historians are ecom-

been hostile to those

graphie names.
ing more and more to realize the impor
of the of his-
tory, and this earries with it an inevi-
table realization of the importance of
these influences which shape a people’s
economic life, And this in turn leads
to a broader and more sympathetic in-
terpretation of history than would oth-
erwise be possible, for it enables men

tanee economic aspects

to aecount for Jdifferences between
themselves and others upen natural,
rather than artificial grounds. This

growing appreciation of the force of
physical considerations in history has
altered, within the past Jecade and a
half, the traditienal attitude of the
Mew England historian toward the
study of the most vital of all the eon-
troversial questions of American his
tory—the institution of slavery. And
it has led to an inereasing and a gen-
uinely sympathetiec interest in that
branch of American history which it
i5 mow recognized is peculiarly “Son-
the’’ omly through force of natural
causes, rather than because of the per-
versity or capriece of the people who
thance to dwell in the region known
as ‘‘the South’’. X

~ Southern listorical nsJJeiations are
responding to this imterest by render-
ing available a mass of material the

value of which is recogmizel through-
out the country. But the wark thus
far has been done mainly by State or-
ganizations, and there is a great field
of usefulnesss open to loeal societies,
In faet, the latter, with a smaller, more
compact membership, and a smalle®
territory to explore, ¢an render a ser-
\‘rico never likely to be performed by

e » =
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ty Meeting by Alfred Holt Stone

the larger body. There mneed be no
danger of econfliet between the two.
In faet there should be, ani I would
urge, active co-operation between this
society and the State imstitution. The
smaller the unit about which we have

ed there, instead of gradually disap-
pearing.  If, on the other hand, Mis-
sissippi nad the soil and climate of

definite historical knowleldge, the more
;exam will be our knowledge of a given
- whole. With all Jdeference to those
who have attempted to write histories
of Mississippi—we shall never have a
real history of the State until we shall
have dome a great deal more local his.
| torical work than has thus far been
aceomplished. Then too, along cer-
tain important lines the history of a
teounty, or of a county group, or of
institutions within a county, may epi-
tomize the history of an entire State
or section. And this brings me back
to what T had in mind in saying that
this eounty afforded a fine field for the
study of eertain conerete subjeets loeal
in charaeter, but of much more than
local was in connection
with the growing interest in economie
history, and T had particularly in view
the development of the distinetive as-
peet of Southern economie life known
as the plantation system. A history
of the opening, developing, operation,
suceesses and failures of the planta-
tions of this county woull throw a
flood of light upon the history of the
Scuth. We have been surfeited with
politics and wars. The world would
like to know how we lived when we
were not fighting or running for of-
fice. A series of pafers, telling with
accaracy and care the whole story of
our plantation life, would be a con-
tribution of distinet value to Ameri-
can history-—for it wounld help to close
a4 gap in the history of the nation.
Tkere need be no fear of exhausting
the subject.

coneern, It

Such papers as I have
in mind would tell us how and why the
original and subsequent planters ecame
to this territory; how their property
liere was acquired; of what sized tracts
it was composed; how it cleared
for cultivation; all the details of 'its
operation. This would cover the en-
tire range of the economie and social
life of the county. It would include
a history of slave prices, of how slaves
were handled and cared for, of the num
ber required to carry on plantation
operations, of the extent and nature
of their domestic and iniustrial train-
ing, of the differences between house
and field hands, of their
dress, their eduecation,
their amusements, discipline and relig-
ious life. Tt would trace the origin,
development and ramifications of the
factorage system of financing plaunta-
tion operations and of bandling plan-
tation produets—a system which identi-
fied the Southern colonies much more
‘t-l.‘-sely with the West Indies, in their
economie life, than with the American
colonies in New Eangland, asd whieh
has influenced Southern history to a
degree not dreamed of by those who
have not investigated it. Nor shoull
sueh a history stop with the outbreak
of the Civil War. One of the most
difficult phases of our history is that
which deals with the domestic life of
our people during the war. We koow
all about the battles that were fought
and a good deal about the political ad-
ministration of the State and Confed-
erate govermments. But, save for a
few recently published diarieg ani re
miniscensces, we know little or nothing
about. the intimate, daily life of those
who lived at home during the pro-
gress of the struggle. And the same
is true of the early post bellum period,
say 1865 to 1880. We have been so
much absorbed with the political side
of reeconstruction that we have forgot-
ten that people did not live on polities
alone during that period. It is today
a practical impossibility for the stu-
dent of history to lay his hands on a
single colleetion of material which will

was

servants

housing, their
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(Continued on Page Eight.)
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